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The County Mountain Pine Beetle Initiative
supported the South Dakota Forest Action
Plan by utilizing five strategies identified
therein to address threats to forest health.
The program also utilizes strategies to
address the threats of underutilization of
woody biomass, and over mature and dying
trees as identified in the Forest Action Plan.
These strategies achieve the “Protect Forests
from Harm” theme outlined by the State &
Private Forestry (S&PF) National Priorities
and Objectives.

Examples of the strategies outlined in this
document include, but are not limited to:
Monitor forest insect and disease
outbreaks.
 Collaborate with other federal, state, and
local agencies.
 Develop direct suppression and preventive
management options to suppress forest
insect and disease outbreaks.
 Encourage management and use of forest
resources.


MPBI Overview
In 2013 the South Dakota legislature
appropriated $2MM for FY2014 through
HB 1050 to be used for a county MPB
suppression program. The program was
administered by SD Division of Resource
Conservation & Forestry (RCF) as a 2:1
cost-share grant, and was intended to
suppress the mountain pine beetle (MPB)
epidemic.

national forest where follow-up
treatments, such as thinning, or
commercial harvest would occur within
a short time-frame following MPB
suppression treatments to reduce the
susceptibility of continued MPB
outbreaks.
 300 foot Buffer - survey and mark MPB
infested trees on national forest lands
within 300 feet of private properties
The cost-share grant required MPB
where adjacent landowners are also
suppression work to be focused in any, or
doing MPB suppression activities.
all of three approved projects.
 Road Right-of-Way (ROW) - survey
 Targeted Areas - survey and mark
and mark green infested trees and
portions of national forest land where
dead ponderosa pine trees within 100
MPB populations were believed to be in
feet of road centerline to be treated to
epidemic levels, and where the Forest
remove the potential hazard of these
Service would allow treatment of
trees falling into the roadways.
identified infested trees. It was also
intended to be utilized in areas of

2013 - 2015 Fund Distribution
Distribution of Funds The $2M was split up among four
counties in the Black Hills; Custer, Lawrence, Meade, and
Pennington. The money was divided up according to the
counties’ need, amount of national forest land within that
county, scope of MPB epidemic within that county, and
ability to respond to the epidemic utilizing resources
within their county. The final distribution of funds was:
Custer County:
Lawrence County:
Meade County:
Pennington County:

$117,660
$955,000
$257,340
$670,000

2013 - 2015 MPBI Components
Survey and Marking
RCF provided counties with locations of
the State designated priority areas
 All crews were supplied with datarecording GPS units for surveying and
marking infested trees, which could
automatically upload all infested tree
data to the State’s central database


Treatments Used

MPB populations, and
All infested trees identified included:
 Cut and remove
in the surveys were treated
 Cut and chunk
using methods and
 Cut and chip
timelines proven to reduce

Quality Control
Counties were expected to complete
their own quality control inspections
throughout the marking season,
however, all of the surveying and
marking completed by county crews
was subject to quality control
monitoring by RCF staff
 Through the use of quality control
checks, and RCF’s training with the aid
of the marking guide, all entities
identifying infested trees have
continued to maintain their accuracy
above 90 percent.


Cut and chip treatment pictured above

Surveying and Marking Crews

2013 - 2015 Surveying & Marking Results
The counties began surveying and marking for
green infested trees following the end of the beetle
flight, or no earlier than September 15th. At the end
of FY2014, the counties had marked 68,849 green
infested trees, and 4,684 dead trees in ROWs.
Lawrence County marked the vast majority of their
38,050 trees in targeted areas, while Meade County
and Pennington Counties marked both ROWs and
targeted areas. Pennington also marked several
infested trees within 300 foot buffers of private
lands, and Custer County focused all of its efforts on
county road ROWs.

For FY2015, the counties’ foci remained the same as
the previous year, however Pennington County used
some funds to mark private lands signed up for the
State’s survey and marking program outside of the
designated priority areas. County crews marked
37,000 green infested trees, and 10,841 dead trees
in ROWs. Lawrence County completed marking early
in the season, stating that they had exhausted all of
their available funds for marking and treatments.
The total number of green infested trees identified
after both years of marking was 105,849 along with
15,525 dead trees marked in ROWs.

2013 - 2015 Treatment Results
All of the counties heavily utilized the cutting and
chunking method of treatment for infested trees
since most of the trees were inaccessible, and it was
the only method allowed in most cases under the
counties’ agreements with the US Forest Service.
Custer County was the only county that almost
exclusively used the cut and salvage method. Custer
County’s efforts were focused on only ROW infested
and dead trees. Through an agreement with the
Forest Service, Custer County reported that 3,279
infested and dead trees were removed by salvage

operations through Forest Service contracts in
FY2014. Pennington County had over 500 trees
salvaged through unique stewardship agreements
with the Mystic Ranger District, and also burned and
chipped a small fraction of their total 28,242 trees
treated in both fiscal years combined. Lawrence
County reported a total of 37,839 trees cut and
chunked in both fiscal years, and Meade County
reported 11,810 trees cut and chunked throughout
the project. A total of 79,896 green infested trees
were treated, as well as 4,689 dead trees in ROWs.

2013 - 2015 MPBI Accomplishments

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital
status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by
USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency
or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages
other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA
office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or
letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3)
email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender

