A GUIDE TO CONSERVATION DISTRICT’S ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
(Begun in Dec. 1990 by Carlene Rosencranz, Elk Creek CD)

This is a guide to help celebrate your conservation district’s 50" (or any) anniversary year.
The suggestions can be used in any order. You and your board should choose those that
would work well for your community and district. The ideas were compiled at a committee
meeting at the annual employees meeting in October 1990.

Supervisors and advisors need to be involved as much as possible. Using the suggestions as
a guide, ask your supervisors & advisors to choose the activities they think would best suit
your district and community. Have them volunteer (or appoint them) to help with the
various activities, breaking up the jobs so that everyone helps but no one is overworked.

The more you do, the greater the awareness is for the district.

We hope that this will be of help to you. If there are any questions or you come up with
something really great that you want to share we can add it.
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Visit with the local newspaper(s) to secure cooperation in providing good visibility
throughout the anniversary year. If you hold events such as a past supervisor luncheon, a
commemorative tree planting, etc., be sure to publicize them to get as much visibility as
possible.

Plan for a district related news article every month. If you plan to use your district

newsletter you may need to group some topics. Suggested topics include:

District History

Features on founding members

Conservation in the 40’s,50’s, or whatever your beginning year is

Conservation today

Agencies used for conservation purposes: stress the difference of duties

Features on current board members

Plans for special event such as a “past supervisor” luncheon

Future plans for the district

Arbor Day activities, past & present (can you find total of trees planted since

District began planting trees)

10.  Soil Stewardship Week activities

11. Request volunteers to help with the years activities

12.  Summarize the anniversary year’s activities in an article. Be sure to include
a thank-you to sponsors, volunteers, media, board members, etc.
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Arrange activities and news articles according to when your anniversary year begins. If
your district organized in January you would begin in December. If the anniversary date
falls in June you would begin in May. Choose the activities and the months in which you
want to do them. List the work needing to be done to accomplish the task. Adapt the
schedule to meet your district’s celebration plans.

January
e News Release

e (o to schools to find out who your interested teachers will be and review with them
ideas you would like to carry out.

e Other:

February
e News Release

e Compile a Commemorative Booklet to be distributed at the year’s activities
e Other:

March
o News Release

e Poster Contest in schools. Select grade level. ¥ poster board would work well.
Display in store windows. Award prizes. Tie in with: National Ag Week, Girl or
Boy Scout Week (anyone earning badges), National Wildlife Week, etc.

e QOther:

e News Release

e Plant 50 trees at a special site: Special certificate for those planting trees in the
district’s 50" year; Commemorative tree planting ceremony, etc.

Tie in with: Arbor Day, Earth Day, National VVolunteer Week
Other:

News Release

Honor all past supervisors and NRCS personnel. Hold a reception, barbecue or
whatever.

e $50 drawing. Tie in with: Soil Stewardship Week, Mother’s Day
e Other:

June
e News Release
e Open House at District/NRCS office
e Tiein: Flag Day, Dairy Month, Father’s Day
e Other:
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e News Release

e Parades: Have a float, disperse balloons, litter bags, etc.

e Use 4-H clubs and Scouts, maybe adopt an area for cleanup, tree care, etc.
e Other:

e News Release

Booth at County Fair

Exhibit

State Fair-connect with RC&F Division, SDACD
Other:

September
e News Release

e Annual Conservation Tour - Honor your past recipients of the Soil & Moisture
Award

e State Meeting: Highlight 50 year districts
e Tiein: Local Home Coming parade
e Other:

October
e News Release
e Annual Banquet — speaker on district history, slides from past years to present, etc
e Other:

November
e News Release
e Annual Banquet — speaker on district history, slides from past years to present, etc.
e Other:

December
e News Release

e Newspaper Special Edition: Ask newspaper’s to do a special edition. Get advertisers
to cover cost if necessary. Good time to recognize all supporters. Use as your
annual report. Emphasize your 50 year activities.

e QOther:
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Other Ideas:
e (et stickers made at a print shop

e Open House—Use a banner, (get school children to do or whoever); Do activities—
guess the number of whatever and use conservation related prizes, trees, etc.

e 50" King and Queen
e If you use Sammy Soil Saver, perhaps have a 50" birthday party

e Get on the speaker’s list for various organizations and have a well-prepared program
on the district.

e Roadside signs

e Coloring contest by age groups; award winners publicly & display in store
windows.

e Mayor’s Proclamation for 50 years of soil and water conservation in your district.
e Use give-aways at various events. Recyclable or recycled products would be great!

THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF DISTRICT’S AND THE YEAR THEY BEGAN
(Get your SD Cons District History Book to find exact date or find your certificate of
organization)

1937—Brown-Marshall; Tri-County

1938—Brule-Buffalo;Clearfield-Keyapaha

1939—Sanborn; Douglas(Emanual-Chateau); American Creek

1940—Clay; Union; Pennington

1941—Lawrence; Custer; Elk Creek; Lincoln; Todd; Roberts; BonHomme; Fall River;
Spink; Minnehaha; Gregory; Jackson

1942—Codington; Day; Hamill; Hand; Turner; Beadle

1943—Douglas; Haakon; Jerauld; Charles Mix

1944—Yankton; Moody; Brookings

1945—Hamlin; Marshall

1946—Hanson

1947—East Pennington; Deuel; Kingsbury; Grant; Aurora; Campbell, Clark

1948—McCook; Butte

1949—South Brown; Harding

1951—1L ake; Corson; Hughes

1952—Miner; Davison; Bennett; Dewey

1953—Hyde; Ziebach

1954—Shannon; McPherson; Potter; Stanley; Melette

1955—Perkins; Jones

1956—Edmunds; Walworth; Sully

1961—Hutchinson

1967—~Faulk

1999—C0g]lala Sioux Tribal CD
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