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CHAIN SAW OPERATOR
TERMINOLOGY
Faller Class A – (FALA)

Faller Class B – (FALB)

Faller Class C – (FALC)

Trainee – (T)

INTENT
To provide a standardized system for maintaining NWCG qualifications for Sawyers and to ensure that Sawyer certification is standardized within WFS and cooperators. 

SAFETY

All personnel operating or swamping in the area of operations shall wear all PPE. This shall include but not be limited to: Min. 8” Leather Boots with Vibram sole, Hearing Protection, Vision Protection, Long Sleeve Shirt, Leather Gloves, Chain Saw Chaps.

PROCEDURE

Any Division personnel or cooperator that wishes to operate a chainsaw for WFS needs to complete the S-212 Wildland Fire Chain Saws Course and have completed a Chain Saw Operator Field Evaluation Form (Included in S-212 class).  An individual would then be considered a FALA (T). 
TASK BOOKS

WFS will adopt the BLM Faller Task Book series which may be found at the following Web address: http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/nifc/training/pdfs/faller.Par.21093.File.dat/PTBFallerABC_final.pdf

FALA (T) – See Attachment A Sawyer Flow Chart
Providing that an individual meets the additional qualifications in accordance with National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG) PMS 310-1.  As a FALA (T) individual may run a chain saw on projects  or incidents with adequate supervision.  Adequate Supervision is defined as an individual that has a minimum of the NWCG FALA certification and is limited to supervision of one FALA (T)
FALA

If an individual that has completed the S-212 Wildland Fire Chain Saws Course with a successful Chain Saw Operator Field Evaluation Form and has completed the BLM Faller Class A Task Book (FALA).  Anyone whom is qualified as an FALA can sign tasks for an FALA(T). Individual is then permitted to operate a chain saw on projects or incidents for the purpose of Bucking and Delimbing.  Individual may also fell trees up to an 8” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH).











FALB – See Attachment B Sawyer Flow Chart
After completion of FALA, individual can open the BLM FALB task book. Some tasks for FALB must be signed on an incident, no exceptions. Anyone whom is qualified as a FALB can sign tasks for FALB(T).  Individual is then permitted to operate a chain saw on projects or incidents for the purpose of Bucking and Delimbing.  Individual may also fell trees up to a 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH).

FALC – See Attachment C Sawyer Flow Chart
After completion of FALB, individual can open BLM FALC task book.  Anyone whom is qualified as a FALC can sign tasks for FALC (T).  Individual is then permitted to operate a chain saw on projects or incidents for the purpose of Bucking and Delimbing.  Individual may fell trees above 24” Diameter at Breast Height (DBH). Due to lack of current FALC personnel to sign task books, the agency may utilize subject matter experts in the field of fire or forestry to evaluate and certify FALC personnel. Subject matter experts shall be identified by the State Training Officer with concurrence of the Asst. Chief of Operations with approval from the State Chief. 
MAINTAINING  QUALIFICATIONS
To maintain currency at any level, individual shall show having worked on a project, incident, or shall be evaluated by someone certified either at the level  or any level above  the level being evaluated using the Chain Saw Operator Field Evaluation Form as outlined in the S-212 class once every 5 years. The documentation shall be put in individuals electronic training records and completed evaluation form into individuals file. 
EXCEPTIONS

The only exception to this SOP shall be if a life safety issue arises and the use of a chainsaw needs to be utilized to mitigate the life safety issue. This shall be at the decision of the personnel whom are involved in the incident. If this exception is used for any reason, the immediate supervisor of the affected personnel shall be immediately notified as soon as it is prudent. Personnel involved in the exception shall document why the decision was made, the factors leading up to the decision, and any documentation that t may be utilized for the incident to be used as a lessons learned document. 
/s/  Joseph Lowe

       Division Director


ATTACHMENT A

Sawyer Flow Chart





ATTACHMENT B

Sawyer Flow Chart







ATTACHMENT C

Sawyer Flow Chart







Maintaining Qualification


To maintain qualification an individual must complete an incident or project within 5 years they would need to be reevaluated by a FALA or higher.





FALA (t)


Individual will be able to operate a chain saw if supervised by a qualified FALA or higher.





BLM Task Book


Individual completes tasks required by the BLM Task Book,  A FALA or higher has signed off as final evaluator.





S-212


Individual successfully completes a Current NWCG S-212 Class





BLM Task Book


BLM Task Book is initiated 





FALA


Individual has completed the above requirements and is qualified to cut trees up to 8” DBH.





Qualified FALA


Individual successfully completes a Current NWCG S-212 Class, BLM FALA Task Book, and evaluated by a FALA or Higher





FALB


Individual has completed the above requirements and is qualified to cut trees up to 24” DBH.





BLM Task Book


Individual completes tasks required by the BLM Task Book and a FALB or higher has signed off as final evaluator.





FALB (t)


Individual will be able to operate a chain saw if supervised by a qualified FALB or higher.





BLM Task Book


BLM FALB Task Book is initiated 





Maintaining Qualification


To maintain qualifications an individual must complete an incident or project within 5 years or they would need to be reevaluated by a FALB or higher.





Qualified FALB


Individual successfully completes a Current NWCG S-212 Class, BLM FALB Task Book, and evaluated by a FALB or Higher





BLM Task Book


Individual completes tasks required by the BLM Task Book and a FALC or subject matter expert has signed off as final evaluator.





FALC (t)


Individual will be able to operate a chain saw if supervised by a qualified FALC or higher.





BLM Task Book


BLM FALC Task Book is initiated 





FALC


Individual has completed the above requirements and is qualified to cut trees larger than a 24” DBH or comfort/skill level of sawyer.





Maintaining Qualification


To maintain qualifications an individual must complete an incident or project within 5 years or they would need to be reevaluated by a FALC or subject matter expert.








