An Ear to the Ground

By Walt Bones, South Dakota Secretary of Agriculture

Technology and Tools

| actually had a chance to get home this past weekend and do some field work.
It was good to be back and able to help. One of the great opportunities this
position gives me is the interaction with a variety of people. Most of these folks
understand what our farmers and ranchers are doing, but many do not. | have
had a number of discussions talking about the technology and tools that our

producers are using on a day to day basis.

The tractor | was running was equipped with the GPS guided auto-steer. Many view this as a nice “toy”
and don’t understand why farmers are installing this equipment. When | tell them how we eliminate
overlaps or skips, save fuel, and reduce the stress and fatigue of the operator on those long days, they
are amazed. Depending on what system the farmer chooses, the accuracy or the line the tractor follows
can range from a foot or two to just tenths of an inch. With the cost of the machinery and the price of
fuel, our producers continue their quest to be as efficient as they can be.

The technology in our equipment, seed, and other inputs is what keeps the American farmer the most
productive in the world. | am proud to say that South Dakota’s farmers lead the nation in the adaption
of new technology.

This is an important part of providing the food, feed, fuel and fiber (the 4 Fs) for a growing population.
According to the National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), over 40 million acres of land have been
developed in the past 25 years. This includes land for new factories, housing developments, malls, and
parks. The NRCS classified 14 million acres of this land as “prime farmland”. If you do the math, 25 years
is about 14 million minutes. So, we have lost one acre of prime farmland every minute for the last 25
years.

Couple this with a world population that is growing at the rate of 100 new mouths to feed every minute.
This means that every 60 minutes, we add 6,000 new people to feed and lose 60 acres of prime
farmland here in the United States.

To our producers out there - | know that the conditions have been tough and when you’ve had the
chance, the days have been long. Please be safe!! We need each and every one of you!

One of my goals as Secretary of Agriculture is to be accessible and responsive to our producers and
constituents. If you have an issue you’d like to discuss, please call me at 800-228-5254 or email me at
agmail@state.sd.us.

Walt



