
millet, proso, production, 2014	 2,139,000	 bushels	 15.9
flaxseed, production, 2014	 90,000	 bushels	 1.4
Wheat, spring, production, 2014 	 71,680,000	 bushels	 12.0

3

United States  
Department of Agriculture
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

South Dakota Rank in U.S. Agriculture

Bison, inventory, Census of Agriculture, 2012	 33,637	 head	 20.7
Oats, production, 2014	 9,300,000	 bushels	 13.3
Sunflower, All, production, 2014	 876,620,000	 pounds	 39.6

1
2 Hay, Alfalfa, inventory, 2014	 4,370,000	 tons	 7.1

honey, production, 2014	 24,360,000	 pounds	 13.7

Beef Cows, All, inventory, January 1, 2015	 1,632,000	 head	 5.5
Calf crop, inventory, 2014	 1,620,000	 head	 4.8
Lamb crop, inventory, 2014	 215,000	 head	 6.3
land in famrs, 2014	 43,300,000	 acres	 4.7
POPCORN, production, Census of Agriculture,2012            27,686,379	 pounds	 3.5

5

beans, dry edible, navy , production, 2014 	 99,000	 cwt	 2.2
Hay, All, production, 2013	 6,665,000	 tons	 4.8
Wheat, all, production, 2014	 131,260,000	 bushels	 6.5

4

U.S. Rank Commodity and date	 number	 unit percent of 	
u.s. total

Cattle on Feed, inventory, January 1, 2015 	 385,000	 head	 3.0
On Farm Grain Storage Capacity, December 1, 2015	 690,000,000	 bushels	 5.3
SHEEP AND LAMBS, ALL, inventory, January 1, 2015 	 255,000	 head	 4.8
Wheat, winter, production, 2014 	 59,400,000	 bushels	 4.3

7

Beans, Dry Edible, Chickpeas, production, 2014	 37,000	 cwt	 1.3
CORN FOR GRAIN, production, 2014	 787,360,000	 bushels	 5.5
SHEEP AND LAMBS, MARKET, inventory, January 1, 2015	 55,000	 head	 4.1
SORGHUM FOR GRAIN, production, 2014	 9,450,000	 bushels	 2.2
sorghum for silage, production, 2014	 220,000	 tons	 5.3
Wool, production, 2014	 1,750,000	 pounds	 6.6
Wheat, Durum, production, 2014	 180,000	 bushels	 0.3

6

Cattle and Calves, All, inventory, January 1, 2015 	 3,700,000	 head	 4.1
Cropland, total, acres, Census of Agriculture, 2012	 19,147,320	 acres	 4.9
principal crops harvested, 2014	 17,335,000	 acres	 5.6
PRINCIPAL CROPS  PLANTED, 2014	 17,816,000	 acres	 5.5
SOYBEANS, production, 2014	 229,950,000	 bushels	 5.8
CORN FOR SILAGE, production, 2014	 6,200,000	 tons	 4.8

8

Pig crop, inventory, 2014	 3,684,000	 head	 3.3

hay, OTHER, production, 2014	 2,295,000	 tons	 2.9
off farm grain storage capacity, December 1, 2014 	 345,000,000	 bushels	 3.2

12 CASH RECEIPTS FROM FARM MARKETINGS, 2013	 10,352,529,000	 dollars 	 2.6
beans, dry edible, all, production, 2014	 243,000	 cwt	 0.8
beans, dry edible, pinto, production, 2014	 64,000	 cwt	 0.7

10
HOGS AND PIGS, ALL, inventory, December 1, 2014	 1,250,000	 head	 1.9
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SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
DIVISION CONTACT INFORMATION

sdda.sd.gov
Office of the Secretary
Secretary of Agriculture Lucas Lentsch
(605) 773-5425
agmail@state.sd.us 

The Office of the Secretary facilitates:
•  Department Administration, Budget and Policy
•  Information Dissemination
•  Legislative Support

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
Director: Paul Kostboth
(605) 773-5436
agmail@state.sd.us 
Division Responsibilities Include: 

•  Finance
•  Crop and Livestock Marketing
•  Business Development Programs

Division of aGricultural Services
Director: Brandon Beshears
(605) 773-3724 
sddaagronomy@state.sd.us
Division Responsibilities Include: 

•  Animal Remedy		
•  Apiary
•  Dairy
•  Egg
•  Export Certification
•  Feed
•  Fertilizer
•  Nursery 

•  Pesticide
•  Plant Protection
•  Rodent Bait Manufacture
•  Seed
•  Soil Amendments
•  Weed & Pest Control

division of resource conservation
and forestry
Director: Bill Smith 
(605) 773-3623 
State Forester: Greg Josten
(605) 394-2395
sdrcf@state.sd.us
Division Responsibilities Include:

•  Resource Conservation
•  Community Forestry
•  Forest Health
•  Service Forestry Programs

Division of State Fair Park
Director: Peggy Besch 
(605) 353-7340 or (800) 529-0900

Division Responsibilities Include:
•  State Fair Planning & Management
•  Building Maintenance
•  Marketing & Events Coordination
•  Camping & Competitive Exhibits Coordination	
•  State Fair Foundation Coordination
•  State Fair Advisory Commission Coordination

Division of wildland fire
Director: Jay Esperance
(605) 393-8011

Division Responsibilities Include:

•	 Protecting state and private lands within 
the Black Hills Forest Fire Protection 
District and other forested areas 
throughout the state. 




