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Today’s Forest is an educational program created for private forest landowners in the Black
Hills region to help them learn more about their forest. Developed with the assistance of a US
Forest Service State and Private Forestry grant obtained by the Resource Conservation &
Forestry Division, Today’s Forest workshops have been held in Black Hills of South Dakota,
Wyoming, and the Pine Ridge of Nebraska focusing on a number of topics. The following is a
brief description of each workshop that has been completed. The workshops were recorded
with accompanying video segments that help describe the subjects. The workshops can be
viewed along with the vignettes at the SDSU Extension website iGrow. Go to
http://igrow.org/gardens/trees-and-forests/[and click on the Landowner Education link.

Forest Management and Ecology was presented by
Dr. Skip Smith, Professor of Silviculture at Colorado
State University in Fort Collins. Dr. Smith has spent
much of his career studying the ponderosa pine
forests of the Black Hills. His presentation discusses
how the forest grows, tree identification, and factors
that influence and change the forest over time.

Forest Health and Invasives was presented by Dr.
John Ball and Mr. Kurt Allen. Dr. Ball is a professor at
SDSU, Extension Forester, and Forest Health Specialist
for the Resource Conservation & Forestry Division.
Mr. Allen is an entomologist with USDA Forest Service
Forest Health Protection in Rapid City. The primary
emphasis of the workshop is mountain pine beetle.
However, other insects and pathogens are also
discussed including pine engraver beetle, red
turpentine beetle, sawyer beetles, flathead wood
borers, armillaria root disease, and others. Invasive
species such as Canada thistle and Emerald Ash Borer
are also discussed.



http://igrow.org/gardens/trees-and-forests/

Forest Estate Planning was presented by Dr. William L. Hoover, Professor of Forest Economics
at the Purdue University Department of Forestry. Dr. Hoover presents a thorough discussion
about taxation, concentrating on considerations related to timber management. Formulas and
sample calculations are presented as well as tips regarding forest estate planning.

Firewise was presented by Mr. Gary Marshall, the National Fire Protection Association Firewise
Community Program Regional Advisor, and Tim Weaver of the Rapid City Fire Department.
Wildfires are a common occurrence throughout the Black Hills, and across western South
Dakota. This workshop discusses steps homeowners can take to protect their home and
property should a wildfire become a threat. Property owners can increase the chances of their
home surviving a wildfire by as much as 80 percent by implementing steps described in this
workshop.

Upcoming workshops in the Today’s Forest series include Forestry Best Management Practices
for Protecting Water Quality; Contracting, Markets, and Program Assistance; and Stewardship
Planning and Forest Certification. Other workshops may be planned depending on interest.



