
 

 

Q1.  “

Q2.  “
m
b

Q3.  “
tr

 
Q4.  “

Q5.  “
it

Q6.  “

“What do I n
A. There

i. 

ii. 

“My old, larg
more won’t t

ottoms.” 
A. Cotton

floodin
summ
since 
dema
 

“How long a
rees?” 

A. Trees
times 

“How long w
A. There

discol
will sh
 

“Will the flo
t?” 

A. This w
If the 
critica
 

“Will applyi
A. Do no

nutrie
 
 

need to che
e are a coupl

Look at the
covered w
the origina
Inspect the
knife to cu
pattern, ju
any kind o
to heal itse
 

ge cottonw
they?  After

nwoods can
ng events th

mer.  Floodin
the plants a
nds are at th

after the wa

s can be plan
are in the ea

will it take t
e is no exact 
ored foliage

how signs of

ooding perm

will depend o
topsoil is ero

al.  

ng fertilizer
ot fertilize yo
nts applied a

eck when th
le of things y
e root collar 

with sedimen
al grade as f
e lower trunk

ut away the t
st clean up t

of dressing o
elf.  

woods will su
r all, they liv

 withstand fl
hey experien
g during the

are actively g
heir highest.

ater recedes

nted when th
arly spring o

he trees to 
time line for

e before flood
f decline by t

manently da

on what hap
oded away o

rs to my tre
ur trees. Ge
as a fertilize

he flooding 
you need to 
at the base
t. If it has, ca

far out from t
k for any tor
torn bark. Yo
the edges. Y

or paint; this 

urvive bein
ve in the we

looding long
nce in nature
e summer is 
growing, incl
 

s do I have t

he soils are n
or in the fall w

either recov
r mortality to
d waters rec
the middle o

mage the s

pened to the
or silt and sa

e help it rec
enerally they 
r.  

is over?” 
inspect onc
 of the tree a
arefully rem
the trunk as 
rn bark. If yo
ou do not ne
You do not n
will only inh

g in standin
ettest place

ger than man
e typically oc
harmful to a
uding the ro

to wait unti

no longer sa
when trees a

ver or die?”
o occur, but t
cede will not 
of the next gr

soil to where

e soil that wa
and are depo

cover from 
y will not ben

ce the water 
and see if it 
ove this mat
possible. 

ou find woun
eed to carve 
need to cove
ibit the tree’

ng water fo
es around – 

ny other spe
ccur in the sp
almost every
oots, and soi

il I can begi

aturated. The
are dormant

” 
the trees tha
recover. Mo

rowing seas

e we can’t p

as present p
osited, tree s

the flood?”
nefit from any

has withdraw
has been 
terial and re

ds, use a sh
the wound i

er the wound
s natural ab

r a month o
like river 

cies but the 
pring not 
y tree specie
l oxygen 

n replantin

e best planti
t. 

at have wilte
ost of the tre
son. 

plant trees o

prior to flood
selection wil

” 
y additional 

wn: 

store 

harp 
into a 
d with 
ility 

or 

es 

g 

ing 

ed or 
ees 

on 

ing. 
ll be 



Q7.  “Should I water my trees after flooding?” 
A. Many of the root systems have been damaged enough that they cannot absorb 

enough water to sustain themselves. To help your tree, you may have to water it 
after the soils have dried out. 
 

Q8.  “Is it safe to prune my tree once the water is gone?” 
A. You should not remove any living branches unless they are broken. You can 

however remove branches as they die. 
 

Q9.  “Will my trees tip over more easily now?” 
A. There are two conditions that will affect the stability of the trees left standing 

i. The ground is saturated and the root system can easily pull out 
ii. Much of the root system will die and the tree will lose its stability 

 
Q10. “What types of trees should I replace my dead ones with?” 

A. In most cases you will be able to replant the same species as long as the 
previous one was growing well. The flooding may happen again and most flood 
tolerant native species would be a better choice. 

 

 
 
 


