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SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
DIVISION OF WILDLAND FIRE SUPPRESSION
4250 Fire Station Rd., Ste 2
Rapid City, SD 57703-8722
Phone:  605-393-8011
FAX:  605-393-8044
             Web Address – www.sd.gov/doa
	

January 3, 2012

Dear Chief:

As most of you I’m sure are already aware, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has mandated that all VHF communications devices must cease operating in wideband mode not later than January 1, 2013.  With that in mind, the Northern Great Plains Communications Committee held a conference call on December 14, 2011 for the purpose of devising a common strategy for converting our wildland firefighting scene-of-action frequencies to narrowband.
The Committee has agreed as a group that all Federal and State firefighting agencies in South Dakota are going to make the conversion to narrowband on May 1, 2012.  All agencies are in agreement that they are prepared to convert to narrowband at any time, or they have already done so.  Many of our cooperators are in a similar position, though there are a number who appear to be less ready.  In concert with the conversion from wideband to narrowband, the agencies are also going to fully implement the FCC naming and toning conventions.  Some of the ramifications of that are:
1. The scene-of-action frequencies currently called “National Fire” (or FERN), “Mutual Aid 1” (or MAID1) and “Mutual Aid 2” (or MAID2) will still be retained for the time being when used as wideband frequencies, but not when those same frequencies are utilized in narrowband mode.
2. When used in narrowband, these frequencies will follow the FCC naming convention and will be called “VFIRE21”, “VFIRE22” and “VFIRE23”, respectively.
3. In addition, and also in keeping with the FCC recommendations, all “V-frequencies” will be toned at 156.7 on the transmit side, and possibly on the receive side at user discretion.
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]It is imperative that all radios being converted to narrowband be toned at least on the transmit side.  Whether or not to tone the receive side is optional, and may be discussed with your communications service vendor.
See the attached sheet, “FCC Designated Interoperability Channels”, for further guidance.  Consideration should be given to programming as many of these frequencies as possible into your radios, possibly into a Group specifically dedicated to Interoperability Frequencies.

Thank You,


Ken Wesche
Communications Specialist Supervisor
SD DOA, Division of Wildland Fire Suppression
 (800)275-4955
kenneth.wesche@state.sd.us
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