
February 8, 2010
Dear Chief

This announcement is for the 2010 Rural Firefighter Assistance Grant. The RFA program must be done in a very timely manner. The Volunteer Fire Assistance (VFA) application will be in another mailing. Be aware that should your department receive a RFA grant; your department WILL NOT BE INELIGIBLE for a VFA grant. The RFA grants are funded by the US Department of Interior, which consists of the Bureau of Land Management, the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
To be considered for a RFA grant, the application must be post marked No Later than March 31, 2010. This is a 90/10 match with the possible max of $10,000.00 per grant request.

All requests must be wildland fire related, such as wildland fire training, wildland personal protection gear, etc. any requests for structural training or equipment will not be considered, you will have to use VFA funding grants for this type of equipment. Requests for vehicles, pickups, ATV, trailers etc. will not be considered.
 The direction for prioritizing the RFA grants is as follows:
1: Wildland Fire Training, (with a very strong emphasis on training, either basic or advanced).
2: Personal Protection Equipment, (includes all PPE clothing and new fire shelters)
3: P-25 compliant communication equipment, and 
4: Other wild fire related equipment.
The application can be downloaded from http://wfs.sd.gov/rfa.aspx. 
Should I receive several requests for several people from different departments that want a specific wildland fire class, we can combine all into one request covering all the departments interested in that particular class. The eligible costs covered will be the instructor, classroom, class materials, and travel expenses (mileage, meals, & motel) for both the instructor and the students. If you have any questions, be sure and call before the time limit runs out. 

Remember deadline is;     Postmarked March 31, 2010
If I have sent this to the wrong individual would you PLEASE get it to the proper individual as soon as you can, I don not want your department to miss out just because I have not been aware of the election of a new chief or a change of address.

Sincerely,                                                                                        
Mail application to








Department of Agriculture










Attn: Jim Burk








4250 Fire Station Road, STE # 2
Jim Burk






Rapid City, SD  57703


Rural Fire Assistance Specialist

605-393-8055
	FY 2010 RFA Purchasing Guideline

	Category / Item
	Allowed
	NOT ALLOWED

	PPE
	
	

	Nomex shirt / pants or  coveralls 
	Standard GSA issue design or equivalent 
	Non-standard, Kevlar or other fire-resistive material 

Boots

Socks, thermal underwear

Brush jackets, structural bunker/turnout gear

	 Protective accessories
	New generation fire shelters, training shelters 

Basic OSHA-approved goggles; earplugs or headset 

Standard GSA issue type hardhat 
	No structural firefighting safety gear

	Fireline packs
	Standard GSA issue- style line pack/belt assembly, accessory canteens fusees 
	custom-made packs,  personal gear bags  

Sleeping bags

	Headlamps
	Standard GSA style or equivalent
	

	Reflective vests    
	Class 2 or 3 ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 compliant reflective safety vests (for roadway/roadside incidents)  
	Non-compliant vests

	Apparatus 
	Retired brush trucks, engines etc. through local office negotiated fixed- price sale arrangement
	ATVs or any OHV equipment, “gator” type utility vehicles 

	Pumps and accessories   
	Pumps or slip on units for apparatus new, refurbished or repairs, hose, fittings, related equipment. Reflective decals/ markings for apparatus. Portable pumps and accessories, dip tanks   
	Wildland fire only, no structural firefighting equipment  



	Hand Tools/ misc. accessories
	Pulaskis, shovels, McCleods, swatters, rakes, gas/oil cans, belt weather kits, krestles, drip touches, fusees
	wildland fire only, no structural firefighting equipment

	Power Tools
	Chainsaws and basic accessories
	Generators

	Communications
	P-25 compliant hand-held, mobile units, base stations; accessories: charging bases, extra batteries, installation hardware as needed, pagers for areas with no cell coverage
	Non P-25 compliant units; “walkie- talkies” or two-way radios; cell phones  

	Other Equipment
	GPS units for reporting and mapping
	GPS accessories (additional software, carrying cases, etc.)


· Items allowable for purchase with FY 2010 RFA funds are specified in this table.

· State application review panels are responsible for ensuring any non-allowable items are deleted from requests prior to submission of the PSF to national RFA group.
·  Subtract dollar cost of deleted non-allowable items from amount requested.
Radios Approved For Fire
February 8, 2010
The following radios are currently approved for fire use.
Approved Analog Portable Radios1
B/K
EPH Flex2
B/K
GPH
Approved P25 Digital Portable Radios
Datron
Guardian
Motorola
XTS2500
Motorola
XTS5000
Relm B/K
DPHX
Thales/Racal
25
1 Purchases of new analog radios are not recommended.  At some point in the future, fire will require that only P25 digital radios be used.
2 The B/K EPH Flex cannot operate on newly issued FCC interstitial (7.5 kHz channel spacing) frequencies.  Interstitial frequencies have been issued on fires in several locations.
