
Agriculture is South Dakota’s number one industry. Our farm and ranch families take great pride in being 
stewards of the land and providing the world safe, nutritious, healthy food. Agriculture is more than a job to our 
producers--it is a career, a tradition, a passion and a way of life. The longevity of South Dakota’s family operations 
show the dedication and resiliency our farmers and ranchers possess. 

South Dakota always has been and will continue to be an agricultural state. Our producers are progressive, coming 
from plows and mules to no-till drills and combines equipped with GPS. Although the tools have changed, 
agriculture remains the common thread linking the citizens, businesses and communities of our state.

•     The average size of a farm or ranch is 1,395 acres.

•     The ag industry has a $21.4 billion economic impact each year.

•     98% of farms and ranches are family owned and operated. 

•     Production ag and value-added industries employ 122,000 South Dakotans.

•     More than 2,500 farms and ranches have been in the same family for more than 100 years.

Commodity/Livestock U.S. Rank Crops U.S. Rank
Bison 1 Flaxseed 2

Honey 2 Sunflower 2
Beef Cows 5 Spring Wheat 4

Cattle and Calves 6 Alfalfa Hay 5
Sheep and Lambs 6 Corn for Grain 6

Cattle and Calves on feed 9 Oat 7

Wineries – SD has 27 licensed farm wineries.

Farmers Markets – Vegetable growers who are raising crops for farmers markets and Community Supported 
Agriculture are on the rise. There are currently 60 farmers markets in SD. That number has doubled in the last five 
years. Direct spending at farmers markets was over $1.3 million in 2013.

Hops/Breweries – SD has a handful of commercial hops growers and eight craft breweries in the state. The    
hops/beer industry has the potential to grow like the grape/wine industry did 15 or 20 years ago.

Buffalo and Buffalo Processing – Sustainable Harvest Alliance has a mobile meat plant for small bison 
producers to harvest buffalo right in the native pasture. Wild Idea Buffalo Company in Rapid City, SD is the leading 
provider of grass-fed, naturally-raised buffalo meat in the United States. They were featured on Food Network’s Great 
Food Truck Race this fall.
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